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"Why," I exclaimed to Amundsen, "it says seventy-five thousand
words. That's a whole book!"
Amundsen shrugged his shoulders. He hadn't read the contract,
either.
I cabled to the Times: "Must be some mistake. My copy of con-
tract reads seventy-five thousand words."
The newspaper answered: "Your copy correct."
I wired: "Physically and mentally impossible to write seventy-five
thousand words."
Back came the answer: "We hold you to your contract."
There was nothing else to do. For an office we hired a room in
the Nome Hospital. Then Riiser-Larsen, Malmgren, Ramm,
Amundsen, and I chained ourselves in and in three weeks turned
out seventy-five thousand words with five thousand added for good
measure.
During this time Amundsen and I boarded with an estimable lady
of Nome named Mrs. Johnson. Mrs. Johnson was an old-timer of
Alaska, a real sour-dough. She was hearty and husky with a loud
cheerful voice and a limited number of expressions. Also she was an
excellent cook. Amundsen had known her for years.
On the day of our arrival she served us a roast wild goose, which
she had bought from the Eskimos. Recovering, as we were, from
starvation, Amundsen and I polished off the entire bird at a sitting.
Two days later we began to think wistfully of that feast.
"Mrs. Johnson," said Amundsen that morning after breakfast, "do
you suppose we could have another wild goose to-day?"
'I'll tell the world," said Mrs. Johnson.
Because of the long years I had spent in solitude, I had never
fallen into the habit of observing slang, and this was the first time
I had ever heard that expression. It amused me immensely to think
of Mrs. Johnson, in her remote corner of the earth, telling the world
about our goose dinner.
About every other morning thereafter we began the day with the
question: "Mrs. Johnson, could we have another wild goose?"
And the loud, cheerful and inevitable reply: "I'll tell the
world!"
Prospectors and miners from all over north-western Alaska were
mushing into Teller to see the Norge. The expedition did a good

